Gimnasio Campestre Field Guides Series*®






Hawkmoths
(Sphingidae) of Bogota city

Liliana Prada: Investigadora Asociada. Centros de Estudios Gimnasio Campestre. Bogota,
Colombia. Iprada@campestre.edu.co

Lucas Botero y Andrés Quijano: Jévenes Investigadores, Octavo grado del Gimnasio
Campestre.

Yenny Correa Carmona: Investigadora Asociada. Grupo de Entomologia Universidad de
Antioquia (GEUA)

Gimnasio Campestre Field Guides Series*




Gimnasio Campestre Field Guides Series
Bogota, D.C, Colombia 2025

Hawkmoths
(Sphingidae) of Bogota city

School’s principal:
Ignacio Osuna Soto, Ph.D.

Centros de Estudios Coordinator:
Rodrigo Suarez Garcia

Authors: Liliana Prada Lara, Lucas Botero,
Andrés Quijano and Yenny Correa Carmona

Front and back cover pictures:
Martin Walsh and Alejandro Lépez

Design and layout:
Catalina Cristancho Zarco

Editor:
Lina Rojas Narvaez

This publication is a divulgation project made as part of the
Jovenes Investigadores program at Gimnasio Campestre. It is
licensed under the Creative Commons, meaning it is not intended
for profit and aims to promote access to information. This Field
Guide has open access; it does not have derivative actions;
therefore, it can not be modified in any way, and we encourage
contacting the content owners, the Centros de Estudio of
Gimnasio Campestre and Fundacién Gimnasio Campestre.

To learn more about the Field Guides Series developed by the
Centros de Estudio of Gimansio Campestre, visit

https://revistaelastrolabio.com/guias-de-campo/
ISBN: 978-958-8452-30-2

Gimnasio Campestre
Calle 165 No. 8A -50
Bogota, Colombia
PBX 6684400

Photograph: Stephen James McWilliam/ Laothoe populi 4




Contents

1 INErOAUCTION Lo 6
2. Why are hawkmoths important? ..., 7
3. Hawkmoths’ life cycCle .. S
4. How does this guide Work? ... 16

5. Which hawkmoth species are frequently
observed in BOGQOTAT ... 23
6. ACKNOWIEdgMENTtS ..o 29

7. References



Introduction

Sphingidae is a fascinating family in the Lepidoptera order, known for their enchanting
shape and coloration. These moths are mostly active at night or dusk. However, there
are a few diurnal species. What truly captures the attention of these moths is their
incredible speed and ability to cover long distances during flight. Furthermore, a
captivating spectacle unfolds as many of these moths gracefully hover in front of
flowers, resembling the delicate dance of hummingbirds. Hawkmoths are diverse
and numerous, with a worldwide distribution of over 1,600 species, around 28% of
which are found in the Neotropics. In Colombia, approximately 190 species have
been recorded, and Bogota hosts roughly 28 of these species. This number of species
is significant, considering that Bogota is a vast and densely populated city, where
rural environments are increasingly being replaced by buildings, displacing valuable
biodiversity. This guide aims to introduce the general public to the Sphingidae and
showcase the sphingid species found in Bogota. Through this exploration, we can
develop a more profound appreciation and recognition for these remarkable insects.

Photograph: Standa Pavouk/ Cocytius antaeus




Why are Hawkmoths
important?

Some species hold economic significance due to their
potential to become pests for crops, including tomato,

tobacco, potato, papaya, among others.

w % These moths play a crucial role in research fields such
S = as phy5|o|<?gy, biogeography, molecular systematics, and

* conservation.
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They serve as a vital food source for birds, bats, and ‘

parasitoids. They play a significant role as pollinators.

Did you know?

Sphingids are among the fastest flying insects; some can reach speeds of over
5.3 m/s (19 km/h).

Prior to flight, most species shiver to warm up their flight muscles. During flight
body temperatures may surpass 40 °C (104 °F).

Orchids commonly develop highly specialized relationships with hawkmoths,
often on a species-specific level.

The Death’s-head hawkmoth (Acherontia atropos) makes a high-pitched squeaking
sound, mimicking the sound of a queen bee. This provides protection for the
moth, while they rob the hives of honey.



Hawkmoths’
Life cycle

Photograph: Maria Weyermanns / Xylophanes chiron



Photograph: Paolo Mezzei / Marumba quercus



Eggs are smooth, flattened, translucent, and greenish.
Usually, a single egg is laid on the host plant.
Development time varies from 3 to 21 days.




Photograph: Andreas Binder / Hyles euphorbiae
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Hawkmoth caterpillars are generally sizeable and distinguished by a prominent dorsal
horn on their final abdominal segment. These caterpillars lack hairs or tubercles on
their bodies. They usually rest upside down; hence, they are paler below and darker
above as countershading. However, certain species adopt a posture resembling a
prayer position, akin to the Great Sphinx of Giza, giving rise to their name, Sphingidae.
Usually, they are solitary, but some species are gregarious.

Abdomen

Dorsal horn

Head

Photograph: Hudson Maher / Manduca sexta
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Pupa

Photograph: Skel / Isognathus
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During the pupation phase, certain caterpillars burrow into the soil, constructing
underground chambers, while others create protective cocoons using dry leaves and
silk. Within the subfamily Sphinginae, the pupa possesses a unique characteristic: its
proboscis remains unattached and free, separate from the pupal case.

Proboscis

Wings

Abdomen Antennae

Photograph: Michael and Nancy van der Poorten / Psilogramma increta
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Photograph: stomlinks701/ Agrius cingulata
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Adults possess filiform antennae with a distinctive hook-shaped apex. The proboscis
tends to be well-developed and, in certain species, notably elongated. The
abdomen is notably robust, gradually tapering towards its posterior end. Curiously,
metathoracic abdominal tympanic organs are absent; however, species belonging
to the Choreocampina subtribe display tympanic organs situated on the second
segment of their labial palps.

Antennae with a
hook in the apex

Proboscis

Falcate wings

Robust abdomen

Photograph: Liliana Prada /Aellopos titan
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How does this guide work?

I’ve seen it

Nocturnal Crepuscular Diurnal
Activity

Check once you have Aellopos fadus (Cramer, 1775) <\

seen the species! Scientific name

Photograph of
the species

Description: A brief description of the species.
Distribution in Bogota: The distribution of the species in Bogoté localities.
Distribution in Colombia: The distribution of species in Colombian departments.

Biology: Information regarding the biology and ecology of the species.
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Which hawkmoth species are
frequently observed in Bogota?

b

f

Photograph: en8patas / Pachylia fieus




. I’'ve seen it

Diurnal

Aellopos fadus (Cramer, 1775)

Description: A small-sized species. The forewing pattern can identify it. The white
outer spots consist of two lines, unlike A. titan, which has one line.

Distribution in Bogota: Chapinero, Fontibon, Kennedy, Rafael Uribe, Teusaquillo, and
Usaquén.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Boyacd, Casanare, Choco, Cundinamarca, Huila,
Meta, Putumayo, San Andrés y Providencia, Santander, Sucre, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Adiurnal,fast-flying species. Females can lay more than 100 eggs. Caterpillars

feed primarily on the plant family Rubiaceae. Recorded parasitoids include wasps
from the Braconidae, Chalcidae, Ichneumonidae, and Eulophidae families.
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. I’'ve seen it

Diurnal

Aellopos titan (Cramer, 1777)

Description: A small-sized species. The forewing pattern can identify it. The white
outer spots consist of only one line, unlike A. fadus, which has two lines.

Distribution in Bogota: Chapinero, Fontibon, La Candelaria, Suba, and Teusaquillo.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Bolivar, Boyaca, Casanare, Cauca, Choco,
Cundinamarca, Meta, Narifio, Norte de Santander, Putumayo, Santander, Sucre,
Tolima, Valle del Cauca, and Vaupés.

Biology: A diurnal, fast-flying species. Caterpillars have been found feeding on
different species of Rubiaceae plants, such as Alibertia sp, Chomelia sp, Genipa sp,
Guettarda sp, and Randia sp. It is common to observe them flying in low areas near
coasts or bodies of water, where they frequently submerge. Recorded parasitoids
include Eulophidae, Ichneumonidae, and Tachinidae families.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal Crepuscular Diurnal

Agrius cingulata (Fabricius, 1775)

Description: A medium-sized species. It can be identified by the pink basal bands on
the hindwings and tergites A2 to A6 (abdomen).

Distribution in Bogota: Bosa, Chapinero, Ciudad Bolivar, Fontibon, Kennedy, La
Candelaria, Puente Aranda, Suba, Teusaquillo, and Usme.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Atlantico, Bolivar, Boyacéa, Caldas, Caquets,
Casanare, Cauca, Choco, Cundinamarca, Guajira, Huila, Magdalena, Meta, Narifio,
Norte de Santander, Risaralda, Santander, Sucre, Tolima, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: It is the only species of this genus in the Americas. Recorded host plants

include some Convolvulaceae species: Ipomoea sp., Merremia sp., Turbina sp., and
Convolvulus sp. Recorded parasitoids include Braconidae wasps and Tachinidae flies.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal Diurnal

Cocytius antaeus (Drury, 1773)

Description: A large-sized species. Hindwings have a noticeable transparent and basal
yellow area, tergites A2 to A4 with yellow lateral spots (@abdomen). Worth noting that
it can be separated from Cocytius duponchel by the small dark triangles along the
outer edge of the transparent area of the hindwing.

Distribution in Bogota: Teusaquillo, and Usaquén.
Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Atlantico, Bolivar, Casanare,
Cundinamarca, Huila, Magdalena, Meta, Quindio, San Andrés y Providencia,

Santander, Sucre, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillars feed on Annona sp., Guatteria sp., and Xylopia sp. (Annonaceae
family). Recorded parasitoids include Tachinidae flies.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal Diurnal

Cocytius duponchel (Poey, 1832)

Description: A large-sized species. Hindwings have a noticeable transparent area with
a basal yellow area. Tergites A2 to A4 with yellow lateral spots (abdomen). Forewing
with apical black discal dashes and a white dash discal spot.

Distribution in Bogota: Antonio Narifio and Ciudad Bolivar.
Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Atlantico, Bolivar, Boyaca, Caldas,
Casanare, Choco, Cundinamarca, La Guajira, Magdalena, Meta, Putumayo, Quindio,

Risaralda, Santander, Sucre, Tolima, Valle del Cauca, Vaupés, and Vichada.

Biology: Caterpillars feed on Annona sp., and Xylopia sp. (Annonaceae). Recorded
parasitoids include Tachinidae and Ichneumonidae families.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Erinnyis alope (Drury, 1773)

Description: A medium-sized species. The head, thorax, and forewings are dark
brown. The hindwings have a yellow base, unique in the genus, and the abdomen has
white basal bands.

Distribution in Bogota: Chapinero and Suba.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Amazonas, Boyaca, Caldas, Casanare, Cauca,
Cesar, Choco, Cundinamarca, Huila, Meta, Narifio, Norte de Santander, Putumayo,
Quindio, Risaralda, Santander, Sucre, Tolima, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillar feeds on Chamaesyce sp., Euphorbia sp., Hura sp., Manihot sp.

(Euphorbiaceae), Jacaratia sp., and Carica sp. (Caricaceae). Recorded parasitoids
include Tachinidae, Braconidae, Eulophidae, and Ichneumonidae families.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Erinnyis crameri (Schaus, 1898)

Description: A medium-sized species. The hindwings are orange, with a dark brown
marginal band broken into a series of clearly defined diamond-shaped spots on the
ends of the veins.

Distribution in Bogota: Chapinero and Teusaquillo.
Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Atlantico, Bolivar, Boyaca, Caldas, Casanare,
Cesar, Choco, Cundinamarca, Meta, Norte de Santander, Santander, Sucre, and

Tolima.

Biology: Caterpillar feeds on Stemmadenia sp., Rauvolfia sp., and Tabernaemontana
sp. (Apocynaceae). Recorded parasitoids include Tachinidae flies.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal Crepuscular Diurnal

Erinnyis ello (Linnaeus, 1758)

Description: A medium-sized and very common species. Hindwings are orange with
a black and grey banded pattern on the abdomen. This species is sexually dimorphic;
females lack the black longitudinal line on forewings.

Distribution in Bogota: Barrios Unidos, Bosa, Ciudad Bolivar, Chapinero, Fontibon,
Kennedy, La Candelaria, Santa Fe, Suba and Usaquén.

Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Atlantico, Bolivar, Boyaca, Caldas,
Caquets, Casanare, Cauca, Cesar, Choco, Cérdoba, Cundinamarca, Guaviare,
Huila, Magdalena, Meta, Narifio, Norte de Santander, Putumayo, Quindio, Risaralda,
Santander, Sucre, Tolima, Valle del Cauca, and Vichada.

Biology: Caterpillars feed on Apocynaceae, Euphorbiaceae, and Caricaceae plant

families. This species is economically important in tomato, tobacco, cotton, cassava,
and rubber crops.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Erinnyis obscura (Fabricius, 1775)

Description: A small-sized species with orange hindwings. The abdomen is grey with
two dark, parallel lines along the abdomen. This species displays sexual dimorphism
as in Erinnyis ello, with males having a median longitudinal black streak that is absent
in females.

Distribution in Bogota: Teusaquillo.
Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Arauca, Bolivar, Boyaca, Caldas, Cundinamarca,
Casanare, Huila, Magdalena, Meta, Putumayo, Quindio, Santander, Sucre, and Valle

del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillars have been found feeding on Blepharodon sp. (Asclepiadaceae).
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Erinnyis oenotrus Cramer, 1780

Description: A medium-sized species. Forewings upperside greyish white with black
patches. Hindwings are orange and brown. The underside of the abdomen has black
dots. This species displays sexual dimorphism; the forewing in females is lighter and
grayer.

Distribution in Bogota: Kennedy, Ciudad Bolivar, Suba, Fontibén, and Usaquén.

Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Boyacéa, Bolivar, Cesar, Choco,
Cundinamarca, Magdalena, Meta, Narifio, Santander, and Tolima.

Biology: Caterpillars have been found feeding on Mandevilla sp. (Apocynaceae).
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Eumorpha anchemolus (Cramer, 1779)

Description: A large-sized species. Forewings outer margin is slightly crenulated,
the costa (near the apex) has a triangular dark patch, and a trapezoidal dark patch
halfway along the posterior margin.

Distribution in Bogota: Chapinero, Usaquén, Santa Fe, Teusaquillo, Suba, and
Fontibon.

Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Boyaca, Caldas, Cauca, Casanare,
Chocd, Cordoba, Cundinamarca, Guaviare, Magdalena, Meta, Quindio, Risaralda,

Santander, Tolima, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Feeds on Vitaceae, Dillenicaeae, and Actinidiaceae plant families. Tachinidae
flies have been recorded as parasitoids.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal Crepuscular

Eumorpha fasciatus (Sulzer, 1776)

Description: A medium-sized species. It can be identified by the x-shaped pattern on
the upperside of the forewings and the pink marginal band of the hindwings.

Distribution in Bogota: Suba, Ciudad Bolivar, Antonio Narifo, Santa Fe, Chapinero,
Rafael Uribe, Soacha, Usaquén, Puente Aranda, Fontibén, Teusaquillo, and Engativa.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Arauca, Atlantico, Bolivar, Boyacéa, Casanare,
Cesar, Chocé, Cordoba, Cundinamarca, Guajira, Huila, Magdalena, Meta, Narifio,

Norte de Santander, Risaralda, Santander, Sucre, Tolima, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillars have been recorded feeding on Ludwigia sp. (Onagraceae).
Tachinidae flies have been recorded as parasitoids.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal Crepuscular Diurnal

Eumorpha labruscae (Linnaeus, 1758)

Description: A large-sized and conspicuous species, easily identified by the intense
green color on the wings and body and the colorful pattern on the upperside of the
hindwings. In some parts of Colombia, people called them “lorito” moths.

Distribution in Bogota: Santa Fe, Puente Aranda, Kennedy, Tunjuelito, Engativa,
Usaquén, Chapinero, Barrios Unidos, Usme and Suba.

Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Atlantico, Bolivar, Boyaca, Caldas,
Caquets, Casanare, Cesar, Coérdoba, Cundinamarca, Guajira, Huila, Quindio,

Magdalena, Meta, Risaralda, Santander, Sucre, Tolima, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillars have been recorded feeding on Cissus sp. (Vitaceae). Tachinidae
flies and Braconidae wasps have been recorded as parasitoids.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Eumorpha vitis (Linnaeus,1758)

Description: A medium-sized species. Similar to Eumorpha fasciatus, but, this species
lacks a continuous pink marginal band on the hindwings. In addition, the discal spot
of the forewing is rounded and highlighted in white.

Distribution in Bogota: Usaquén.

Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Atlantico, Arauca, Bolivar, Boyacs,
Caldas, Cauca, Casanare, Caquetd, Cesar, Choco, Cundinamarca, Guajira, Huila,
Magdalena, Meta, Narifio, Norte de Santander, Quindio, Risaralda, Santander, Tolima,

and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillars have been recorded feeding on Cissus sp. (Vitaceae).
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal Crepuscular Diurnal

Enyo lugubris (Linnaeus, 1771)

Description: A small-sized species. The general coloration is dark brown. Forewing
with a distinct discal spot. This species exhibits sexual dimorphism, with males having
a darker wing pattern.

Distribution in Bogota: Kennedy, and Suba.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Bolivar, Boyacd, Caldas, Caquetéd, Cauca, Choco,
Cundinamarca, Guajira, Guaviare, Magdalena, Meta, Quindio, Risaralda, Santander,
Sucre, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillars have been recorded feeding on Dilleniaceae (Doliocarpus sp.,

Davilla sp., Tetracera sp., Curatella sp.), and Vitaceae (Cissus sp.) plants. Tachinidae
flies have been reported as parasitoids.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Euryglottis aper (Walker, 1856)

Description: A large-sized and hairy-bodied species. Underside of the abdomen with
apical dots on sternites 3-5, but indistinct compared with Euryglottis guttiventris.
Forewing with three gold submarginal lines.

Distribution in Bogota: Suba, Usaquén, Sumapaz, La Candelaria, and San Cristobal.
Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Boyaca, Caldas, Casanare, Cauca, Choc6, Cesar,
Cérdoba, Cundinamarca, Huila, Magdalena, Narifio, Norte de Santander, Quindio,

Risaralda, Santander, Tolima, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: It is believed that species from this genus are adapted to life at high elevations
due to the density of its body hairs.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Euryglottis guttiventris Rothschild & Jordan, 1903

Description: A large-sized and hairy-bodied species. The lower part of the abdomen
with apical spots on sternites 3-5 are well defined, more than in Euryglottis aper. The
upper forewing has a disc band, and the vein pattern is less distinct than in Euryglottis
aper.

Distribution in Bogota: Unspecified.
Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Caldas, Cundinamarca, Huila, Meta.
Biology: This species is very similar to Euryglottis aper, and It was proposed as a

subspecies of Euryglottis aper but was later considered as a species. The biology of
this species is not well known.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal Crepuscular Diurnal

Hyles lineata (Fabricius, 1775)

Description: A small-sized species. It has a very conspicuous and easily distinguishable
pattern. The forewing has a thick light spot running across the wing, and the hindwing
has a pinkish pattern. The abdomen has dark black patches. It’s the only known species
of this genus in Colombia.

Distribution in Bogota: Unspecified.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Atlantico, Boyaca, Cundinamarca, Guajira, Huila,
Magdalena, Sucre, and Tolima.

Biology: Larvae of this species have been found feeding on the leaves of Nasturtium
officinale commonly known as watercress.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Lintneria merops (Boisduval, 1870)

Description: A medium-sized species. It has a conspicuous and easily distinguishable
pattern. The wings are pale yellow, with black horizontal lines. The abdomen has black
line-shaped spots.

Distribution in Bogota: Unspecified.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Cundinamarca, Huila, Meta, and Quindio.

Biology: It is the only species of this genus reported from Colombia, with very few
records. It previously belonged to the genus Sphinx.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Neococytius cluentius (Cramer, 1775)

Description: A very large-sized species with extremely long proboscis. It is one of the
largest lepidopterans in the world. The hindwings have dark yellow patches, while the
abdomen has lateral dark yellow patches.

Distribution in Bogota: Kennedy, Santa Fe, and Teusaquillo.
Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Atlantico, Boyaca, Casanare,
Cundinamarca, Huila, Magdalena, Meta, Putumayo, Risaralda, Santander, Sucre, and

Tolima.

Biology: Caterpillars have been recorded feeding on Annonaceae (Annona sp.), and
Piperaceae (Piper sp.).
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Pachylia ficus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Description: A medium-sized and very common species in urban areas. Forewings
with a slight to strongly dentate outer margin, with a white spot on the anal angle,
and a semicircle on the apex, making them easily recognizable.

Distribution in Bogota: Barrios Unidos, Chapinero, Kennedy, Fontibon, Teusaquillo,
Usaquén, and Usme.

Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Atlantico, Bolivar, Boyaca, Casanare,
Cauca, Cordoba, Cundinamarca, Huila, Magdalena, Meta, Narifio, Quindio, Putumayo,
Risaralda, Santander, Sucre, Tolima, Vaupes, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillars feed primarily on Moraceae species (e.g. Ficus sp. and Maclura

sp.). Adults have been recorded pollinating the ghost orchid (Dendrophylax lindenii).
Tachinidae flies and Braconidae wasps have been recorded as parasiotids.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal Crepuscular

Pachylioides resumens (Walker, 1856)

Description: A medium-sized species. Similar to Pachylia ficus, but the discal spot is
smaller, and the forewing lacks the semicircle on the apex and the white spot in the
anal angle. Tergites with black basal stripes are more visible in the lateral view.

Distribution in Bogota: Unspecified.
Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Boyacé, Caldas, Caquetd, Casanare,
Cauca, Cundinamarca, Huila, Meta, Norte de Santander, Putumayo, Risaralda,

Santander, Sucre, Tolima, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillars feed primarily on Forsteronia sp. (Apocynaceae). Ichneumonidae,
Tachinidae, and Sarcophagidae parasitoids have been recorded.
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. I’'ve seen it

Crepuscular Diurnal

Perigonia lusca (Fabricius, 1777)

Description: A small-sized species. Forewing with a distinct black submarginal line
curving from apex to tornus. Hindwings with a basal yellow band.

Distribution in Bogota: Suba.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Cauca, Casanare, Cundinamarca, Caquets,
Cesar, Magdalena, Norte de Santander, Quindio, Santander, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillars feed primarily on Rubiaceae (Uncaria sp. and Guettarda sp.).
Tachinidae flies and Eulophidae wasps have been recorded as parasitoids.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Pseudosphinx tetrio (Linnaeus, 1771)

Description: A very large-sized and common species with a grey coloration pattern.
Slight sexual dimorphism occurs when females are larger and lighter in pattern than
males.

Distribution in Bogota: Suba, Chapinero, Ciudad Bolivar, Teusaquillo, Bosa, Santa Fe,
Barrios Unidos, Fontibon, Engativa, Tunjuelito, Usaquén, and Usme.

Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Atlantico, Boyaca, Caldas, Casanare,
Caqueta, Cesar,Chocdo, Cordoba, Cundinamarca, Guajira, Guaviare, Huila, Magdalena,
Meta, Narifio, Norte de Santander, Putumayo, Quindio, Risaralda, Santander, Sucre,
Tolima, Vaupés, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: This species has the highest occurrence records in the country. Caterpillars
have been recorded feeding on Plumeria sp. (Apocynaceae).
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Xylophanes chiron (Drury, 1773)

Description: A small to medium-sized species. The coloration patternis brown-green.
Abdomen with a faint white line followed by two rows of dots. The inner base of the
forewings has a small whitish-yellow patch. The hindwings are dark with a series of
yellow spots.

Distribution in Bogota: Suba, Engativa, Ciudad Bolivar, Teusaquillo, Fontibén, Puente
Aranda, Chapinero, and Tunjuelito.

Distribution in Colombia: Amazonas, Antioquia, Arauca, Bolivar, Boyaca, Casanare,
Caldas, Cauca, Caquets, Choco, Cundinamarca, Huila, Magdalena, Meta, Putumayo,

Quindio, Risaralda, Santander, Sucre, Tolima, Vaupés, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Parasitoids include Ichneumonidae, Braconidae, Sceliodidae, and Tachinidae
families. Caterpillars feed on Rubiaceae species.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Xylophanes pluto (Fabricius, 1777)

Description: A medium-sized species. Forewing with a conspicuous and easily
distinguishable pattern. Hindwing with a prominent broad yellow band.

Distribution in Bogota: Unspecified.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Atlantico, Bolivar, Caldas, Casanare, Cesar,
Cundinamarca, Magdalena, Narifio, Tolima, Quindio, and Sucre

Biology: The larvae feed on Chiococca sp., Hamelia patens, and Morinda sp. of the
family Rubiaceae, and plants of the genus Erythroxylum sp.
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. I’'ve seen it

Crepuscular Diurnal

Xylophanes tersa (Linnaeus, 1771)

Description: A small to medium-sized species, with a delicate appearance and whitish-
brown coloration. Abdomen with pale dorsal lines on the abdomen. The hindwings
have a row of yellow diamond-shaped spots.

Distribution in Bogota: Engativa, Teusaquillo, and Tunjuelito.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Arauca, Atlantico, Boyaca, Caldas, Casanare,
Cauca, Caqueta, Cesar, Cundinamarca, Magdalena, Meta, Norte de Santander,
Putumayo, Risaralda, Quindio, Santander, Sucre, Tolima, Vaupés, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Caterpillars feed on different species of Rubiaceae (Augusta sp.,
Coccocypselum sp., Diodia sp., Hamelia sp., Margaritopsis sp, Oldenlandia sp., Psychotria
sp., Spermacoce sp.). Recorded parasitoids include Braconidae and Ichneumonidae
wasps as well as Tachinidae flies.
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. I’'ve seen it

Nocturnal

Xylophanes virescens (Butler, 1875)

Description: A medium-sized species. General coloration: olive green. The upper
side of the forewings has a black spot. The upperside of the hindwings is dark with
yellow diamond-shaped spots. This species was described based on a specimen from
Bogota.

Distribution in Bogota: Chapinero, La Candelaria, and Santa Fe.

Distribution in Colombia: Antioquia, Caldas, Cesar, Cundinamarca, Quindio,
Risaralda, Santander, and Valle del Cauca.

Biology: Although not much is known about the biology, this species belongs to a
species complex (Xylophanes crotonis) in which all species are very similar.
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